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| JMHONGST 15 1 50 Tony and 
Sermons on the Subyrct before us, ſome 
2 been written fo lung, that they are 
thrown afide us obſolete by thoſe 10hd are | 
always gaping after Jomething novel, how- 
ever inferior it may be in Valur; and others, 
2 their Length, being perhaps refuſed a 
by many that otherwiſe would have 
r it may not (fuch being the Cafe } 
be quite uſeleſs to give a few ſhort, and ſome- 
what freſh, or at leg ſomewhat varied: 
Hints now and tben, to rouſe People's Atren- 
tion to a Duty, which, | though abſolutely 
neceſſary to the Keeping up of Religion and 
it's very Appearance among ur, and conſe. 
quently eſſential to our Country's Welfare, 11. 
alas! more and more diſregarded by many of 
the. higher and better informed, at well as by 
Numbers of the lower and more ignorant 
Claſſes of Life. 1 of fome 
| other 


= TRAIT 3 
” 3 ( 1x «2% by | Io? 


” other of the Divine Commanids may be mote 
 « ftrikingly atrocious than is the Breach of the - | 
Sabbath, yet perhaps the Breach of no one , | 
Command introduces to a greater Train of 3 
Conſequences, nor apens a wider Door, by 
Degrees, to a greater Variety of Miſchi 70 
' than does the Violation of that Command, 
which is the Subject of the following Diſ+ 
courſe. The Adulterer is too infernal a 
' Thief; the Robber and Murderer are, too 
diabolically black, and too much expoſed to 
preſent Danger, for any very great Numbers, 
without much Hefitation and long Progreſs in 
Vice, to follow. None that are not ſunk 
down to the Degree of Brutes, (T had almoſt 
ſaid to that of Devils) but vill have the uta 
moſt Abhorrence of their enormous Crimes. 
But the Sabbath- Breakers, many of them, 


having Peſſibly ſomething * (in ſame 
Reſpe#ts,) in their Compoſition, being perhaps 
Jovial, convivial Companions, draw in many 
of the Unwary to fall in with their Practices. 
The Devil, when appearing as an Angel of 
Light, allures with his uſurped Beauty many 
an unguarded Victim, who would flart back 
with 


co) 


with Ebbe: at the 1 Euere 7 1 bi DE wg 


 thiven Feet, and his genuine Blackneſs un 
veiled. The many are not ſufficiently wakt- 
ul to the Danger of doing what they ſer ſo 
muob adopted, and what they think they have 
Sanctions in Abundance for from Numbers of 
their Equals, and alſo (which it moſt to be 
lamented) from not a few of” their Superiors 


in Life, Thus making free with the Sabbath 


is confidered as a very venial Sin at the worſt, 


and the Divine Injunction for it's Obſervance \ 


but à Precept relating only to the Jews. L's 
certain fad Conſequences, in the End, to the 
Community are therefore, if at all, but cur- - 
ſerily thought. of, ſo make little or no In- 
preſſion, and therefore are, as may be en- 
pefted, by no Means duly attended toy, 


But I would aſk, what do the Members of | | - 
our Church in particular mean by adopting 
the fourth Commandment into our Li turgy, 
and begging of Gon with ſerious Faces (as 
if they were in Earneſt) to incline their 
Hearts to keep it, when it ſeems in, Fact, 
' ofrom tbetr continued Practice, that Numbers 


of. 


K 


of them bete mo Intention at a to do ki in 
ſearcely any one of the Particulars required 
in it. If this is not impudently trifling with, 
if it is not playing an arrant Falſehood with, 
the Majeſty of Heaven, What, I r vou, 
can be called ſo? 


— Addis Mendacia Culpe?” 
Quid? Speras © Verbis fallere poſſe Dawn ?” 
| Ori. | 
What? Do you add to other Crimes a Lie, 
And by fair Words to cheat Omniſcience try? 


It is truly melancholy to fee into how low 
an Eftimati on with every Rank of People the 
Sabbath is ſunk amongſt us. There is ſcarcely 
a petty Tradeſman but muſt now ſet out on his 
Journey on a Sunday. When he gets a few 
Miles from Home, I ſuppoſe the important 


Gentleman thinks his Travelling on the genteel 


Day will give.him an Air of Conſequence, 
and ſo produce him proportionable Reſpect᷑ on 
the Road. He is above the Commandments ; 
and be that is above the Commandments, cer- 
tainly demands Homage. The common Car- 


riers go with their Wa gon, unpuniſhed, 
undor 


a). 


* the very Noſes of the Mogifrates em- 
ſelves. And the Proprietors of Stage-Coaches, 
who heretofore uſed to advertiſe the Running 
of their Coaches with an © If God permit” 
on the ordinary Days of the Week, and always 
with a * Sunday excepted;” theſe People, 

T. ſay, have (fome of them) now the uncom- 
mon Impudence to call upon you plainly in the 
public Papers to obſerve, that they run their 
Stages on Sunday truly juſt as on other Days, 
in Contempt of God's Command, and in In- 
folence to a Country that makes Laws to en- 
force (and would to Gon | it would enforce 
more effeftual) Obedience to it, Theſe lower 
Claſſes unfortunately fee Numbers of our 
higher People paying no Regard to the Divine 
Laws, nor even to the Laws they themſelves 
make, in many Inſtances. They fee them 
ſcampering about, ufing their Servants and 
Cattle on the Loxp' Day wantonly for their 
Pleaſure, and quite contrary to the Divine 
Command; and why not we for our Gain, 


ſay they, if we pleafe? O ye unwiſe, who 


rank above the People; O when, when witl 
ye underfand ? Te have been abi. Ming. 


and 


| Ne countenancing Sunday-Sehools for nr 


(ah) 


\ 


the Seeds of Religion in the riſing Generation. * 
Ob, nip them not in the Bud by the Blaſt of a. 
baneful Example. Do not any langer give 
your lower Brethren your Sant ion for that 
Diſregard of the Sabbath which ſo much. 


obtains amongſt them, and to which '(withs, 


cut your Sanction by the Prailty of. Nature, 


they are too prone to fall into. Whilft you 


are conſtantly taking up their. whole Sun- © 


day's Attention with your temporal Conttrns, © 


your needleſs Travelling about the Country, 
and your various Alienations from the great 
Buſineſſes of the Day; whilſt you are thus 
continually hindering them from hearing their 
Duties enforced, and by your .0wn Examples 
impreſſing the No-Neceſſity of theſe Duties, 


| believe me (if nothing elſe will weigh with 
you) believe me, you are ſtrongly acting 


againſt thiſe tempcral Intereſts you ſo much 
wiſh to ſerve, even by ſmothering : every 


| Notion in their Minds of doing you any Ser- 


vices for Conſcience' Sake. In ſhort, the 
Sabbath is to be obſerved, or it 1s not, If it 
is of no Uſe, a ſuperſtitious Obſervance, or a 


Trick 


7 * 
N 


ix] 
Pil , .Prigfs to. get Pence, let it by all 


Means be aboliſhed, and Peoples Liberty (the... 


Liberty of doing what they will) no longer 
infringed. on, But if it is of Divine — 
pointment, . nd 
vil we fiamp Gop en . our Face, let 1 
give unto. dab t the rr 6 are Hao ab 
in Reality, 55 


But after « all, it may be aftea what Hope | 
can be entertaingd that this leſſer Fame 


for the 3 of the Sabbath, 


R 


avail, when even the ae Reaſon, th 
Peſttive Divine Command concerning it, and 
its being -ſo excellent a Preparative for 
eternal Reſt in Heaven N are, with the 

Generality, not forcible enough to ſecure it's 
| Obſervation. The ſtrongeſt Arguments, it s 


granted, ought naturally to operate with the | 


. greateſt Weight and Efed. Theſe have been 
1274 well urged, by many good Writers, 


t to what little Purpoſe with A ultitudes | 
"7 feriou ous Terſon 15 ferrowfully Jenfible. | 


FF 


6 * ) | JN \ i 
Men of the Werld are ket only by the Oljtens 
of Senſe, attuated only by their” profent 
temporal Conveniency ; too little ſtruct with 
the moſt momentoum Things at a Diſtance, 
 Infidels to © the Evidence of Things not ſeen.” 
Such People as theſe may poſſibly be induced tu 
take up the Obſervation of thr Sabbath, and 
wiſh the Enforcement of it, if they are once 
convinced: how uſeful it is for the Security 
of their Properties, though they ſhould. at 
preſent have no true Zeal for Gop or His 
Command, nor the leaſt Defire to have their 
own Feet confined to a Path, though it le © 
principal Path in their Journey to Heaven. 
And when they have adopted a Notion upon 4 
leſs worthy, they may poſſibly cheriſh it upon a 
mere worthy, Principle. The Beginning in 
the Fleſh may by and by end in the Spirit, 
Being firſt a Proſelyte of the Gate was a 
natural Introduction to a Proſelyteſhi 5 of 
the Covenant. The being _ firſt under, the 
Scboelmaſterſbip of the Law, 10 doubt, 


ſoftened the Hearts of ſome of the People of _ 


Iſrael, which it's not imprebable would other. * 
wiſe have been mire colloufly bard to ze Calls 


of 


EE» 
* 
4 | 
' 
, . | 
, 0 " . 
” 


of. the Goſpel. An Attention to the Sabbath 


ence gained, upon whatever may be the 


Principle, may end in the higheſt Veneration 
for it, upon 


wiſh therefore to try all Means to cateb Men 


to this their Duty. And if we can by any 


Means catch them, we afprebend there will 


be no inconfiderable Service done ta them 
individually, to Religion in general, and % 


Civil Society in particular. Under theſe 
Motives this Sermon is. ſent out, And may 
the Importance of its Aim be admitted, as 
Jome OOO for the Matter and Manner of 


The AUTHOR, 


J UNE, 1789. 


b 2 


Moti ves that at firſt might" 
probably. never bade been thaugbt f. We 


wh 


— 
— 


Leviticus, xix, 30. 


2 ſhall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 
SanFury : Tam the Logy. 


MONG the 8 of the 
ewiſh Law; whic were peculiar _ 
1 wp and with which we have 


no Concern, are interſperſed and 
_ enjoined, many Precepts alſo, 
which are of a moral Nature, and conſe- 
quently "of univerſal Obligation: Precepts, 
which, from their Reaſonableneſs, our 
J udgments muſt neceſſarily. ſubſcribe = z 
from their Uſefulneſs, our 1432 muſt 
reſs our Compliance with; from our great 
Maſter 's Counrnanee and Adoption of 


them, our Du Lone Sup > gage us implicitly 
$ Sort | 


to obey. 1 are the 
Injunctions * the Text, Teich Relation 
to the Keeping of the Sabbath, and 
Reperencing of the Sanctuary of Gop. 

« Ye ſhall my Sabbaths, and renten | 
my Sanctuary: I am the Lon o:“ The 


Lok, who gave you Life, and all your 
Time for kiharg! g its various Duties, 


and 2 1  urely a Right MF il 


demanding what Pro tion of it 1 pleaſe: 
The Lo, who wilt not give my ou 


( 14) 
to another, and therefore 
reverence ſuch Places 


more — ted to, and ſet 
apart for, my Worſhip and Service. : 


I ſhall take Occaſion from the Works 
beforg us, to ſhew. _ 1 
1ſt. The Deſign, of intimting: - the 4 
Sabbath, and that we ——— are obliged 
to obſerve a Sabbath as well as the Jews, 


although not on the ſame Day, nor quite 
in the ſame Manner; 


2dly. Shall point out how we idle to 
anſwer the End of the Inſtitution, even by 
abſtaining from our Fog Cares, and 


employing ourſelves arly in reli by 
Duties, of which B Ne Reverence o 


6 is one of the Principal gin 


Shall conſider of bow, 
— tee the due Obſervan 


Duties is to the 1 fat all Chl 
Society, 


And 1ft. Of the Deſign of inſtituting 
the Sabbath, and that we Chriſtians are 
obliged to obſerve it. 


We find in the Beginning of the Book 
of Geneſis, that Gop inſtituted a Sabbath, 
or 


II. \ 1 


icularly, as os 


60 
or h Huy of Reſt, in th vr ee 


the World, ad as He had | 
2 reation. 1 2 a. 


Work of 
gy ab Day and fan tified it, ſays 
Moſes, Pan Watt a e 


from all His Work which he had created. 8 


and made: 1. e. We may , He 

conſecrated and diſtingu vas Foy logos om 
the other fix Days by xn holy Appd 
doubtleſs that that Part of 
an in * FI. own Image, and endowed, | 


paying 4 I a more particularly - 
3 — Ti r the Purtole, mi is 557 
be wy the inore forcibly to — . * | 

Wonders of the Creation, and o yield the 
due Praiſe to the High Creator. Thus was 
the Sabbath inſtiruted in Memory of the 
Creation. - And this alſo wag the Reaſon 


at the Delivery of the Law on Mount Sinai. 
Remember the Sabbath-Day, to keep it 
holy,” and ſo.on—* for in x Days the 
1215 made Heaven and Earth, the Sea, 
= all that in them is, and refted the 

eyenth Day, wherefare the Loxp bleſſed 
1 Sabbath-Day, and hallowed it.“ Exod, 
xx. 8, and 11, Indeed we find this Reaſon 
afterwards omitted, and another made 
Mention of, as in Deut. v. 1 5. „Remembet 
that thou waſt a Servant in the Land of 


cage. | 


given for the Obſervation of it afterwards 


— oh 


Egypt, and that the Loxp thy Gon t 
. thee out thence, through a W | 


% 
N OUTS! 
(; 4) . 5 
CS 5 LEN 1 


\ 


and by a ſtretched-out Arm; ore the 


Lon thy Gon commanded thee to keep 
the Sabbath-Day,” It is plain from hence 


* 


that the Jews were not only to prev , 
the Sabbath, as Men, in ng of the 


Creation; but alſo, as Jews, in 


brance of their Redemption from Egypt, 
where its morg than. probable that in their 


rigorous Slavery they had no Day of Reſt 


from the intolerable Taſks impoſed on 
them. Now with Regard to the Obli- 


| . 
- 


gation of the Command upon us, we are 
certainly obliged to obſerve a Sabbath ag 
well as the Jews, though not on the ſame 


Day, nor quite in the ſame Manner. Gon 
created us as well as them, and therefore 
on Account, of the Act of Creation, is 


equally intitled to the ſame Proportion of 


tur, as of their, Homage and Worſhip. 
But Gop claimed this Hom 

from the Jews for a other Reaſon beſides, 
even becauſe He had deliyered them (as 


E 


rned ſuppoſe) taken Place on the 
ſeventh Day, they obſerved that Day for 


their Sabbath henceforth, moſt chiefly upon 
that Account. Now that Deliverance being 
5 | Nee ee 19 n wt 


e and Worſhip - 


before e 15 their Raser 5 
t; and that Deliverance having (as 
hs Lew 4 


- : 
- * 9 —_— * 
2 


1 


by £8Us Cunts, of our Redem 
| the ſpiritual Bo of Sin 

ent Ru fakes it no ebſeute Intimati 
qu When this our Redemption ſhould | 


5 of that, eyen upon that 


Y 
betty hugh frofti the Dead; Further; 
not only by His 


it, hüt by His appeafing 3 to 
Diſci 


upon it, and efpeciall 
Os ord GuosT- apa, 3 


LBSSED LORD ave; thoug 
« mod particularly g Santi 
ls of ——_ 80, 15 


6 khemſelves, therefore 1 
— Nene n their Holy Exerciſes upo 

this Duy eſpeciully; and 0 have thought 
the whole Catholie Church alſo, and have 
cofiſcguefnl ever ſince taken this Day 


their Sabbath and * For theſe 
Reaſons we Ge . this Day, 


the firſt Day of the Week, the Lonp's Day F | 
(as the Seripture cally it) or Synda fo 


our Sadbarl, inſtead of the Day 6 


by thee 1 8 the A do Caine of 7 
ceaſing 


in hie pills deff, Us 


together 


8 Bihop RIS on Church Catechiſm, - 


Abebmptilbrent, When He 
ee ee . 


e 
18 


for - 


otra dans. 
its conſe- NES , 


ac6amipliſhed by Him, qur/Sabbath more 5 


enn 


_ 


/ 


60 e 


together with man other ume 
| the je Law. 1 5 


But 8 as there | is plainly no „Ob- ö 
| liga tion on us to obſerve our Sabbath on 
the ſame Day with the Jews, but a very 
good Reaſon why we ſhould not, ſo neither 
are we obliged to their manner of keeping 
it. They were bound to it (as you 
ſee in rage in the maſt rigid Manner 
imaginable. But Our SAv1ouk, the Lord 
of the Sabbath, hath relaxed this Str aig 
Wals of Mercy # of real Neceſſity, an 
orks of Mercy and Charity on. the Da) 
which the tererlt of the Jewiſh Law w d x 
not admit of, When the 1 charged 
the Diſc iples with, Profanation of the Day 


Vi 


for plucking the Ears of Corn upon it, 


Ov! Saviour tells them that the Sabb 
wag made for Man, was made for his 
and Comfort, and by no Meang violated 
by a Work of ſuch · Neceſſit = as was the 
ſatisfying of the Crayings of Hunger. And 
when they cavilled at our Lon s healing 
the Sick on the Sabbath, He confutes them 
from their own Conduct in Caſes of leſs ' 
Conſequence, and declares that it is lawful 
to do well on the Sabbath-Days. But here 
we ought to obſerve, that 1 h our 
SAVIOUR has giyen ſome __ 1 | 


85 ) 
in which the Sabbatic Reſt may 


be benden 


into without any Profanation, (inaſmuch 


as Heeſteems the doing good to Man, which: 
is Part of the moral eternal Law, more than 
the Performance of thoſe 
which reſpect His on He ten or in other 
Words, inaſmuch as 
before Sacrifice) yet He 
=_ in general in. Favour of aboliſhing: 


Inſtitotion 0 du orig inal Deſi 
us in one ot His Evz t He came 
not to deſtroy, but to fulfil, to heighten: 


to a 

8 obſerves that, as Hes 
avioun went himſelf into 

on the Sabbath-Day, and ſtood up to read. 

Thus His own Example we find by St. Luke 


om was, our 


of His Followers to obſerve the Sabbath, 
and to reverence the Sanctuary Thus 
much for the Inſtitution of the Sabbath, 


and of e 1er | 


on in the "63 


2d Place to ſhew how we 3 
the End of the Inſtitution even by 
nne from our uſual _ and em- 


C2 1 


poſitive Laws 


1 wy 
the Sabbath, -— oth the | 
He tells 


the Law (meaning the moral Part of it) 
reater Perfection. And another Evan»: 


> Synagogue. | 


inforces the Injunction of the Text, and: 
plainly 1 implies that He deems it the Duty: | 


64 


10 a in Libet nl al 
——— | 


FAY cit  a£- 


The Word Sabbath determines that it is 
deſigned as a Seaſon of Reft. And a'Seaſon 
it is, in which the Eaſe of the Body, and 
the Relaxation of the Mind is 
conſulted ; that the one may havs fomd 
Relief from its wonted Frag and the 
other for a- While get 
which, whilſt connected with the Body, it 
muſt in general have a great. Share of," and 
may be employed on Objects more agreeable 
to, ä of, its Nature. But 
How wilt theſe as Deſigns be anſwer. 
ed; How will be fruſtrated, if the 
Man is ' enyay 5 as uſual, in his reſtleſs 
Purſuits i ang rk oy two) 
the Trad may 1 — his _ 
or the Traveller: nofving 
the ſame Sollicitade ” at £90 — over ? 
_ theſe can with no Pro be ſaid 

to reſt on the Day; ſurely they 
tranigreſs the Duty of it. They toil as 
much in their Way, as the Labourer could 
do at his daily Work? Where then is their 
Reverence for the Command of 805. 
Well—But, ſays the Man of Bulineſs, 
whilſt purſuing his Gain, * My Famil 
m 


rid of thoſe — 


| allow to be lawful, be the Time in Wien 


e 
matt Be malütained, m Work is a WI 
of Neceflity, and Works af Neceſſity you 


they are done ever ſo facred.” | Granted, 
But ie * Work then a Work of 'real 
Nec that cannot without material 


, injury. put off till To- marrom? It 


may be ſo, and Allowances may 
1 Bur ir DN 
aur Must Calling and Buſineb, and 
ently execute his Work an the faced 

fancifully calling” it a Work of Ne. 
5 frtoot, when in Fart it is 9 
| to your eee. — 
ner tle or perha 


— for —_— ICY 
a Time 
who! are willmg bs be ie, bo your 


Slight of the Divine Command is obvions. 
yo ebay IE Every one elle ſves clearly 
that your rea] God is Mammon. Hut 
, what Era for his Violation of the 
has the otlier Sabbath -reaker I merit! 
the Traveller? He does not pretend to 
anyt for let his Buſineſs "1 city gin 
| at ent Preys let his travelling be 
but mere Matter of Pleaſure, or af Humour 

diſdaining Controul, (as moſt of our Suns 
dlay- Travelling undoubtedly is) he Has in 
theſe . free Days the Sanction of * 


oy: £1 
| ANY 


and vile Faſhion ſo much on his Side, that 
he does not aim at the leaſt Excuſe, but 
breaks the Sabbath himſelf with the coldeſt 
Unconcern, and involves the whole Country 
on the Road he travels in the Violation of 
the Command, with the utmoſt Aſſurance, 
and (as it appears) the moſt un 
Unconſciouſneſs of doing any Thing that 
is wrong — The poor Cattle are 
into, and ſcourged down in, the Service; 
The kind Notice of the Divine Command 
in their. Favour hath no Effect with 
profane Maſters, in ſcreening them 

their cruel and uninterrupted Drudgery. 
Had they, Creatures] as once Balaam's 
Aſs had, the Faculty of Speech, we ſhould 
(as Times w) doubtleſs hear Thouſands of 
them ſp ain mou 8 4 Voice” every 
Sunday Ev teelingly expoſtulat- 
ing with“ che 2 of their Drivers. 
Worſe ſtill (1 cannot help obſerving by 
the Way) in their Profanations of the 
Sabbath are the tipling Huſbandman and 
Mechanic; who, the one ſtopt in his 
Agriculture, and the other ſhut out of his 
Shop, not uncommonly betake themſelves 
on this Day to the pubhe, Houſe of Enters; 
tainment, and there ſquander away diſſo- 
jutely in a few Hours a great Share of what 
yp have been labouring painfully, by the 


Sweat 


1 85 ) 
dwem of their Brom, the ſix preceding 
Days, to acquire. And here it is obvious: 

juſt to aſk, why is not this — ſhut & 


_ and barricadoed cloſely againſt all ſu 


the very K 
the Da . hop that is ſure ta hurt 
its Cu ery much, It is almoſt ſure 


to leave ther Minde-as deſtitute of all-good 
Morals and of every Virtue, as it is their 
Pockets emptied, ta their Families Beggary, 
of all thoſe Pence - which ſhould go for 
their comfortable e and 5 


m tharts Merten e act, CN 
they thought the Time allowed for their 


warkdly Concerns and: Pleaſures ſo e = : 


Portion, as to juſtify their making 
with ſame of N. unreaſonable Quantity 
which Gop claims for His own. | And thus 
we unfortunately ſee in various Ways A 
Deſecration of hat holy Time, which is 
in great Mercy ap hg" for ſerving the 
great Intereſts of Man, and particularly - 
et apart for keeping alive the ſolemn Ser- 
vice and public Worſhip of GopD.— And 
indeed I do not ſee how we can pay due 
Obedience: to the firſt Clauſe, of the Text, 


unleſs we alſo comply with the ſecond: we 


/ 


0 4 . W | * 


uy, the Sabbarks, den 
reverencing nk andtuary of G0 b. 
the Sanctuary we underſtand the 1 
nacle and "Tample among hoy arp Jews,” 
. alſo the Oratories and Synagogues built = 
the Uſe of thoſe who-wete too remote from 
the former, under the Jewiſh Diſpenſk- 
tion. To theſe anſwer our Chufches. Our 
Churches therefore are theſe Lanckudtzes 
with us. Now the principal Way of kee 
verencing theſe Sanctuarzes is by feſorting 


| cannot duly | 


5 to them, with clean Hands and pureHeprts, 


for the Adoration of that ety -whoſe 
Honour they,are dedicated to. For as he, 
who ſwore by the Temple, was faid to, 
ſwear by Him that dwelt therein ; fo it is 
mrant of him, who is ſaid to reverence the 
Sanctuary, that he revereticeth that Being, 
to whom the Sanctuary is particularly ap- 
3 Now a Reveretice for Him 
is eſpecially ſhewn, and " Honsur n 
eſpecially contributed to, by the Pra 
and Praiſes of an united Con 5 6 
1 Worſhip we operily t ff What 
we acknowledge, he? to the whole 


World how we honour Him, and avow - 


ourſelves His Servants in the moſt con- 
ſpicuous and unequivocal Manner. In it 

our own great Intereſts alſo are moſt —. 9 
2 conſulted: for How- are ws fo ö 


/ 


1 1 ep 
SF 


cations. in the 
two, or three 


e 25 Fach Days yet it's 1 
4.5 ſet Orataries and ar 
h Duties were 12 Pere . 

Hor upon it. The Zeal 82 the 
primitive Chovliany, - nin the 
Sabbath by mo 0 blie Devotions, ig 
abundant wit k in C Ecclefiaſtical _ 
tory. - 8 (by the 
| Way) 195 Za ed both of Jews and 
Chriſtians, to the Prattie of many pro- 
felled Chriſlians of this Day, ho give ſo 
end or ſo partial Attendance at the 
urch of Cnalsr, that ene can only | 
ay fe them when atte ending but as ng 
a Part, to fave. Appearances. in ſome 
Meaſure with the World, for their temporal 
Purpoſes, but by no Means in earneſt in 
the Chriſtian Cauſe, nor indeed actuated 
on at all in Reality by the true Chriſtian 
FOR r ; though the At- 


tendan nee 


— 


„ See . on the Decalogue. 


„ 
tendanee at the public Olinandes of 5 26 


Sanctuary be the principal of the 'Sabbatic 
Duties, yet when we are returned from 


that Attendance, we are by no Means to 


| ſuppoſe the Buſineſs of the Sabbath at an 
End. The domeſtic Devotions, the Read- 
ing and Meditating on the Holy Seri d 


the applying what we have heard in . bo 


to our own Caſes in private, will v 


properly engage a further Part of out 


particular Attention. And if we find it 
neeeſſary for the Relief of the Mind, which 
will ſeldom bear a long Application to one 
Object, to uſe ſome Relaxations, we muſt | 
take Care that they be not only unexcep- . 
tionable in themſelves, but alſo that they 
tend remotely (as far as wo can judge) to 
no Evil; that they be not offenſive to our 
graver or weaker Brethren, nor ſuch as 
thoſe many, who ſeek Occaſion and are 
glad of any Sanctions for their own'Irre- 
gularities, can to any bad tho na avail 
themſelves of. But indeed the Variety of 
Acts, which we may on this Day be laud- 
ably engaged in, will (by being in their 
Turns applied to) greatly relieve the Mind 
from any palling — 2 without being 
liable to the Exceptions, which may poſſibly 
be made hy ſome to other Kinds of Re- 
laxation. The ſpiritual Concerns of their 


Houſholds 


Ca) 


Houſholds and Dependants, will, to eve 
conſiderate Maſter of a Family, 1 884 15 
Taſk that cannot with any Propriety, be 

3 with. On this. Day -eſpecially. 

| are to be inſtructed i in their religious 
. moral Duties. We have been inſtru» 
mental in bringing our Children into a 
moſt dangerous World, and we thould 

ſpare no Pains in endeayouriny to for 
them againſt it. Our Servants have given | 
us their Labours the whole Week, and it 
is but Juſtice that we ſhould ſee. them 
inſtructed in ' thoſe Things, which WII 
benefit them infinitely more than the Wages 
they earn, or any worldly Emolument they 
can receive from us, Put if Maſters + 
Families make free, with: the Sabbath. 
ſelyes, if Bre i it in Os 

; ome. Day 


as. 


IVE 120, or but a np A000 ce, per- 
= on one Noon Fd at 8 


gien theit Servants and 1 Becel 
to do fo too, and thus are anſwerable not 
only for their own Profanations, but in'a 
and Meaſure for thoſe" of their whole 
D 2 55 — 


\ 


( 6. 


Houſhöld 1 che 5 — 
minate here e Poiſon \xatnple 
is diffurfed abroad, and taints a greater r 
a leſſer Circle, in Proportion to the Size of 
the Source from whence it fprings. Thus 
Numbers are at length debauched from 
their Duty, and many unintended Miſctuefss 
accrue in the End * Civil Society; td 
Frog Well-being of 1 1 am engaged 
the | 


Third Place to ſhew, of bow 
Conſequence the Opftrwanes of the 
of the Text is.—Now without Religi fot 
no Civil Society can ever long, or at leaſt 
happily, For where will be rhe 
Check to reſtrain Mankind, in man 1 | 


rat 


from the Violation of their ſocial 43 
if you remove the Saperintendency of ch 
omnipotent and omniſcient Being, who is 
privy to the moſt ſecret Springs of human 
Action, and is armed with ample Powers 
for the Correction of the hautieſt Sinner Þ 
Patriotiſm or Love of Country are ſpecious 
Words, and what all, even the moſt dif- 
fering Parties, affect the higheſt Veneration 
for, and indeed pretend to be all poſſeſſed 
of. But this Love of Country, unlefs 
oceeding from, and refolvable into an 
Rete Pf Principle of Love, will, it's too 
plain, 


| z 1 n j 1 JF 
hy with alt it's lofty Pretenfions, opttits - 


feebly in general (eſpecially where Ap- 
— = be 10 that in all ur 


| 8 State, ;, e 
is 5 riety in begging Go 
III livet us from the Care of 
21 pen > PRs. Even Penal Laws 
uſeful and neceſſary as they are, as the 
orld goes) will not of themſelves be a 
fofficient Mean of ſecuring the Peace and 
Well-Being of Civil Socket though they 
in 4 Degree ſome of thoſe ſad Evil 
which are contmually arifing from Want 
of Principle. For theſe Laws reach not 
private Vices, nor extend to TY Beginnings 
of Sin, the Corruption of the Heart. 
Nay, many of the open Acts of Violence 
which are continually committed they can= 
not touch, for Want of ſufficient Evidences 
to bring the Guilt home to the Perpetrators 
of them.—Well then; nor this Patriotiſm 
ſo much talked of and affected, nor even 
Penal Laws are ſufficient of themſelves / ( 
for the good Subſiſtence of Civil Society. 
Something elſe then mult be taken in, in 
Aid of their Im 8 And this can be 
nothing but a right A enſion df that 
Being who ſe e Heart, and to 


whom we are — for all our Ways 
his, in one Word, agreeable to' what 
= | I 


*( N 30 9 : 


| 8 it \ 5 
I have ſaid before, can be nothing but 
Religion. F „ 


But Religion cannot long ſubſiſt, at leaſt 
among the Generality of Mankind, without 
ſome ſtated Times for the more ſolemn 
Celebration, and ſome appropriated Places 
to aſſemble in for the public Inculcation, 
of it. What may be done at any Time 
and at any Place, will be done at no Time 
and in no Place, is a Maxim, which I fear 
holds no where truer than in thoſe Matters, 
which particularly pertain to God. | 80 
corrupt is our Nature in general; ſo un- 
| happily backward are the Minds of moſt 
to Things ſpiritual and abſtracted, that 
they will not Pay the proper Attention to 
the Duties of Religion, unleſs by Authority 
convened to them: Nay, the moſt en 
Underſtandings, and even thoſe who have 
no little Zeal in theſe Matters, even they 
have Need frequently of Monitors to their 
Duties, amongſt that infinite Variety of 
Diverſions from them, which they are in 
this World ſo conſtantly meeting with, 
Such being the Frailty of Mankind, God 
ſurely in great Mercy hath made the Sab- 
bath for Man, as the moſt peculiar Seaſon 
of teaching and reminding him of his 
religious, his ſocial, and his perſonal . 


9 
) 


1 <6; JE 
| great Mercy hath: He enjoined a'reyes... 
nl ry Aerials at His Sanctuary, that 
in the Beginning, and kept alive in the 
Breaſt to the End of every Week; and, 
like the Lamp in the Jewiſh” Tabernacle, 
might be continued burning alway. For 
on this Day and in this Place is it chiefly, | 
that religious Truths with their forcible | 
Sanctions are particularly urged, that 
Morality and ſocial Virtue in all its 
Branches is particularly enforced, that the 
Breach of BET _ 2 2 
articularly e and denounced judg- 
— as; Toh ſhort'that Growth in | 
all Goodneſs is particularly invoked, and 
is moſt likely to be obtained too, provided 
no habitual Courſe of Sinning on the other 
Days of the Week render (as l it 
may render) the apparently ſtricteſt Ob- 
ſervance of this one Day but a Farce, and 
the Treading of Gop's Courts upon it but 
a Defilement of His Sanctuary. Happy 
then for Society, I am perſuaded, it "Oy 
be; bleſſed in its Conſequences would it 
moſt aſſuredly prove, if Gop's Sabbaths 
were ſolemnly kept, and His Sanctuaries 
reverently attended, by all, and if the 
Breaches of the former, and the Abſenting 
from the latter, were to meet with that 
| 1 thorough 


(* . 


thorough Diſcountenance they ſo juſtly 
merit. Securer would our Property ſoon” - 
become 2 Invaſion and Rapine; ſafer 
our Perſons and our Lives from ſpan 
and Violence. As Irreligion- and bee 

would be dail L 

Crimes of Conf: equence v 

be heard of, and i ach Shoals of om 
cipled abandoned Wretches, as now ſadly 
abound amongſt us, would no longer be 

obliged to be ſacrificed: every Year to their 

injured Country. Breach of the Sabhath, 
and abſenting from Church, (you know). 
are commonly charged by our dying Con- 
victs with bein Aryan all Thangs, the 
grand Source profligate Converſa. 
tion. Wear et RS confummate 
Vileneſs ; we ſhudder at their lamentable 
Cataſtrophes. We ſhould do well then to 
conſider, whether our own light Exam 

with Regard to the Sabbath, may not 
remotely (however unintentionally) 4 
tributed, in no ſmall Degree , to lead them 
into, or at leaft to confirm xy in, their 
Neglects of thoſe Duties, which their dyin 
Breath pronounceth to have been the fk 
| Cauſes of all their Sorrows. TRA 
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To conclude. As we are not to NETS 
on the one Hand, ſo ſurely we are bound 
not 


not to Heathenize on the other. As we are 
not encumbered with the burdenſome Ce- 
remomials of the Jewiſh Laws,” ſo ſurely: 


indulgent Exemption, by a more ſtrict 


to thoſe, which are of unlverſzl 
"ral Welfare, 


and eternal Force. Qur 
as Individuals, is deeply eoncerned in the 
Obſervance of the b ee ; the 
Peace and Order of Civil Society 
(which e ee aaf ag 
only can be benefited by us) plead ftrangly 
rn, 
gion (ſo neceſſary to our future Happi- 
neſs) cee eee — 4 — 
though it juſtly objected, chat the 
Foo or Form Without the Power: . God 
Ineſs is of no Avail to the Aſſumer of it, 
yet we may as juſtly anſwer, that as with- 
eut a Face an human Figure would be very 
uncomely and 1 ſo where there is 
no Face or outward A ce of Re- 
hgion, there little of it's ſterling Worth can 
reaſonably be expected to be found within. 


May all then, in their reſpeQiye Stations, 
exert themſelves in promoting Duties which 
ſo many great Benefits attend, and in pre- 
venting, as much Age, that Violation 
gf them, from which ſo many bad Conſe- 


i). | 


quences -unavoidably enſue. Lav, has 
our Superiors made for ſecuring Obedience 
to theſe divine Commands, And would 
they be ſo pious to recommend by Example, 
what they are ſo wiſe as to — by Law, 
they would moſt eſſentially — the 
Cauſe we are for, even by tranſ- 
fuſing Piety into the lower Claſſes in the 
moſt pleaſing Manner, and ſo drawing after 
them ace a F dar- ei * Laws, 
it s too palpable n 
(to mig ay 5 27 — 
what Injury every Nba Bube is 70 
tually (though no doubt undęſigu 
doing his country, and that. the hich ay 
is in Life, the more Miſchief he is ks 
it, throng ang rr rt 1 
gives him; I am to think would 
— take themſelves, nor ſuffer their De- 
pendents to take, thoſe unwarrantable 
Liberties with the Sabbath, which every 
true Friend to Religion and the Coms 
munity is grieved at the Heart to ſee them 
fo thoughtleſsly do. And would our 
*Magiſtrates and Church-Officers, ud in 
Duty bound, be more conſcientious in en- 
— the Laws 2 the Violators N 


2 es Nehemiah's Expoſtülation with the Nobles of Judatt; 
in Regard to the Sabbath. xiiith Chapter of Nettemiah, 


many a Wretch from an untimely and 
4 | 2 $4 F B 3 1 ot - 


Death. | 6 
* 


, 


But however, be remiſs who Will, with 


Kegard to the Sabbath, let us, one and all, 
be the more zealous and active in a Cauſe 


{© 5 intereſting to Civil — yy 
and our Country at large. The more 


Iniquity of the World abounds, the worſe 


the Example the Higher may ſet, the more 


relaxed and lukewarm the many are become 


in their _— Duties, the more careleſs 
'others are « 

from waxing cold ought our Love of God 
and His Laws, of our Country and its 
8 in all Reſpects, moſt, certainly 
0 .. | 0 . 


the public Weal,-=-the farther - 
O 


Poverty wit its Tramm of Evils, and A 


In one Word-—Attend } ara the Lok D, | 


ſays the Atrmrenrty Himſelf, The Lord 


of you as Men, by my Work of Creation: 
The Lord of you as Chriſtians, by my Act 
of Redemption, In both Capacities _ 

Lore, 


—— — 
the Things ay.” T 

which T Aae in Command 
8 am my Commands 
I. hawe repeatedly: enjoined: . 4 
moſt Mel to ſecure your Obedience to ait 
the Reſt, yea and do {till Dede your 
conſtant Obſervance, _ n 148. 


Ve keep 


y Ts 
my Sanctuary e 
— * Jan the Lonp.“ be. 
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8 7 for and to aobieb, read and which, 
23 3 for Sandury, read Sanctuary. | 
22 14 for | ne errupted,, read wurentted. pet 
238 232 for „read bavghbtief. £555 Mo. 
a9 latt tor agregable, read agreeably. 1 


